British Mimi1 Motor
goes Latin American

CARACAS, Vengzuela { Reuter) —
The Mini Minor, & squat little cav
with a revolutionary design that was
the darling of Brilain in the swinging
‘G5, 5 making a belated debul in
Latin America, )

- A Venezuelan company, Facorea,
has started producing a version of
. the car with a fibreglass body,
mainly for sale in Latin America
and the Caribbean. It hopes 10 be
turping cul 10,000 a year by 1994

A company in Sao Paolo will also
stari assembling the two-deor Mim
for tha Braziiian market later this
year.

_The Mini was one of & generation
of small cars — with the
Volkswagen Beetle, Fiat's Cingue-
cento and Citroen's Devx Chevaux —
which lefl an indelible stamp on
Europe's post-war urban culture.

The spartan littla cars were. de-
slgned malnly for people who want-
ed a firsl car that was beth rugged
and cheap.

‘But the cars quickly shed their
prolefarian associations and became
classless runabouts bought as often
by middle class families needing a
mﬂanmd car @as by struggling stiu-

i

_“'_ThE Mini, designed by the late
Hungarlan-born Inventor, Alase Issi-
gonis, was the firsl car to have a
tr;msmhwrse-mmml ted mgi;;a making
availabla more cp
gers. 1 won mafﬂlﬂanmd Hmum
rally several times in the mid-

19605,

Tha Mini became part of the
“swinging London mythology of
tfie '60s, when fashion designers and
Dop musicians — many of ihem
driving brightly-colored Minls —
madg the city one of the :.rmuh
capitals of the world.

.Britain’s Rover Group st:ll prog-
uces about 40,000 Minis a year,
mostly for the Japanese market
where sales mlﬂﬂfﬂﬂ off in
the late 1080s.

Facorca's managing director, Or-
lando Lokpez, thinks the Mini will
cafch on in Latin América as & car
tailor-mads for hard times.

“This car Is very easy to maintain.

in this part of the world
people lend to think more of the
przctical side of things than of status
whzn they buy a car.”

- Lokpez said he already has orders

tha ¢ar, which sells for Between
and £7,000 US, from copntries
ab far apart as Panama and Peru.

-Facorca has set up two subsi.
diories - one (0 mamifaciure the
plastic body shell and the other to.
assemble the ecar from Imported
components under the supervision of
engineers from Rover,
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