Cooper Works range of personal accessories
anteed to compliment your car, making it stand
uut ﬁ‘om the crowd and adding to the kudos of owning
and driving the exclusive John Cooper Works MINI

F1 .0oper. Clockwise from right: fleece; baseball cap;

wat.ch; polo shirts; document/laptop bag; umbrella,
carbon fibre pen; key ring; weatherproof jacket.
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Our Cooper Heritage range of personal accessories is
a high quality collection that will compliment your
Cooper car from any era. Clockwise from below:
rucksack picnic set; umbrella; tax disc holder and rear
window sticker; polo shirt; Zippo lighter; Cooper pin
badge and leather key fob; baseball cap: fleece.
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id W l{‘a an't forgotten the classic Mini and where it
Si-bedans The car that Cooper made famous in the
still wery-much part of our lives and we will

continue to provide a range of accessories for you and
your classie¢ Mini Cooper. We can also cater for special
luxury ‘'one offs’ for the classic Mini such as totally
customised and hand-finished leather seating, luxury
carpeting and custom headlinings. Clockwise from right:
Alloy brake and clutch pedals (suitable for all Mini
Cooper maodels ‘97 onwards); alloy door handles,
window winders, door pulls and door lock covers;
Cooper wheel badges; stainless door sills; interior of
'HIS FUN' showing leather seats; locking alloy filler cap.
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Clockwise from below: 90bhp 'S Works' conversion
[available for all twin-point models ‘97 onwards); interior
of ‘HIS FUN' showing custom roof headlining, door alloy
etc; Moto-Lita leather dished steering wheel; Cooper
valve caps; alloy gear knob; adjustable ride height kit;
John Cooper uprated brake system. We also stock
165/60 x 12 tyres developed for the Cooper by Dunlop
and 175/50 R13 - Dunlop 3000 tyres.



The birth of the Cooper Car Company

John Cooper and his father Charles formed the Cooper
Car Company in the late 1840s. In the1930's Charles
Cooper worked regularly as a mechanic for the famaous
land-speed record driver Kaye Don. Charles also ran a
modest garage in Surbiton, Surrey performing more
straightforward car repairs. Surrounded by an

abundance of exciting cars and machinery, this was the
world in which John was raised.

A passion for cars

John left school at the age of 15 to become an
apprentice toolmaker. After RAF service as an
instrument maker during the latter stages of the
Second World War, John was eager to pursue his
passion for cars. Determined to enter motor racing, he
teamed up with his old friend Eric Brandon, to embark
on a project that would change the course of his life.

Rear engined Cooper 500s for ‘privateers’
Together they used their talents and ingenuity to
construct the single-seater Cooper 500 from two old
Fiat Topolino front-ends. Powered by a JAP motorcycle

engine, this car was uniquely distinguished from all

others by the simple location of the engine behind the
driver. It proved to be an outstanding success,
encouraging Charles and John to found the Cooper Car
Company.

One of their first customers for the popular Cooper
500 was none other than Stirling Moss. Providing a
relatively inexpensive entry point into motorsport, the
Cooper 500 heralded a boom in the business for father
and son. The Cooper Car Company became the world's
first and largest post-war, specialist racing car
manufacturer for private customer sale, or ‘privateers’
as they were known in the motorsport world.




The front engined Cooper Bristol

Motor racing in post-war Great Britain was still very
much in its infancy. John Cooper was instrumental in
persuading circuits like Silverstone, Brands Hatch and
Goodwood to persevere with motor racing as a sport
and the success of the 500cc car also led the Cooper
Car Company into new markets. It was not long before
the Cooper Bristol was born. This front-engined Formula
2 car, which was driven by many famous racers,
including Mike Hawthorn and Fangio, helped strengthen
the company's reputation as a pioneering force in motor
racing.

Rear engined Coopers challenged in Formula 1
It was not long before the Cooper Car Company created
a rear-engined Formula 2 car with a larger 2-itre
engine. The scene was now set for Cooper to launch its
eagerly-awaited assault on the world of Formula 1.
Private-owner Jack Brabham drove his specially-made

Formula 2 car to sixth place in the 1957 Monaco
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Grand Prix, after previously running as high as third. On
difficult, winding circuits with their superior balance, the
agile Coopers were now beginning to challenge the
supremacy of the front-engined Formula 1 cars of

Ferrari, Maserati, Vanwall and BRM.

Greater successes were around the corner. In the
1958 Argentinian GP, Stirling Moss drove Rob Walker's
baby Cooper to record the first-ever World
Championship victory for a rear-engined car. In the
same year, another Walker Cooper, driven by Maurice
Trintignant, took the chequered flag at the Monaco GP.
The best, however, was still to come. Under John's
expert team direction, the Cooper Car Company won
consecutive Formula 1 Constructors” World
Championships in 1959 and 1960, with works drivers
Jack Brabham and Bruce McLaren.
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Rear engine Coopers go to Indy

“In 1961 John took his Coopers to America to race at
“Indianapolis, where his car became affectionately known
as the ‘funny car’ because, according to the Americans,
the engine was in the ‘wrong place’. Moreover, the
smallness of the car was further exaggerated as it
competed against the big-engined and physically
massive, American cars.

Nevertheless the Cooper performed well in qualifying
and finished the race well. Indeed, had it not been for
the high attrition rate of its tyres, the ‘funny car’ would
have ended the race in a commendable top-three
position. However, too many visits to the pit lane for
replacement tyres during the race proved to be the car,
and team'’s, undoing.

The Americans may have believed that the Cooper car's
engine was in the 'wrong place’ but, by 1962 every
Formula 1 car on the starting-grid had been totally
redesigned to follow Cooper’s visionary concept - the
engine situated behind the driver.
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Coopers in Formula 1, 2 and 3

Coopers both initiated and dominated many forms of
motorsport — Formula 1, Formula 2; even the legendary
Jackie Stewart cut his teeth in Cooper's BMC Formula
3 car, which, ironically, shared the same 'A’ series
engine that was used in the Mini.

Other successful Cooper sports cars included the
highly-acclaimed ‘Monaco’ and the '‘Bobtails’, the latter
which proved to be yet another astounding sales
success. Again employing the revolutionary principle of
locating the engine behind the driver, this car, powered
by a modified Coventry Climax fire-pump engine,
dominated its class.
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...and then in Mini Coopers at Monte Carlo
The Coopers' fortunes in Formula racing subsequently
began to change. The company, so long appreciated for
the practicality and intelligent construction of its cars,
had to give way to more sophisticated technology from
Lola and most notably Lotus, BRM and Ferrari.
However, the Mini Cooper, originally inspired by John,
continued to dominate in racing and rallying throughout
the 1960s, winning many championships and
consecutive Monte Carlo Rallies from 1964 to 1867 -
even though 1966 was disputed, the Mini was always
considered the moral winner that year.

Having engineered a successful transformation of the
Mini into the waorld-beating Mini Cooper, BMC eventually
decided that the production of Mini Cooper should
finish. A rekindled interest in the Mini came later from
an unlikely quarter - Japan, a country that was
passionate for the nostalgia of the 1960's. The Cooper
Car Company enthusiastically embarked on the building
of a new Mini prototype for the Japanese market, but
Rover Group declined an invitation to start Mini Cooper
production again.

John Cooper Garages continue the marque
Later in the 1880s, to satisfy an ever-increasing
demand for the Cooper marque, John Cooper Garages
focused its efforts on the production of Cooper engine-
tuning kits and performance parts for the Mini Cooper.
In fact, such was the unexpected popularity of these kits
(which bettered the performance of the old Cooper)
that Rover Group asked if we could start retailing kits
for the home market. Rover even decided to produce
cars with the classic white roof and minilite-style
wheels.

...and instigate the return of the Mini Cooper
Rover Group then began to wonder how the success
and popularity of the engine-tuning kits and performance
parts could be turned to even greater commercial
advantage. Cooper's answer was to recommend
reintroduction of the Mini Cooper as a production car
after an absence of 19 years - a recommendation that
was heartily embraced by Rover and the legend was
reborn.

John Cooper Garages went on to produce a series of
special limited edition Cooper S cars, notably the Grand
Prix, Sport 5, Cooper S Touring and the 80 ps S
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Works. The popularity and demand for this classic car
remained undiminished. The company continued to tune
classic Minis and to sell to many markets around the
world. In addition, it produced bespoke specials for its
most enthusiastic customers, whilst continuing to offer
its expert engine tuning service for its conversion kits.

The return of the ‘works’ in motorsport

During the mid-to-late 19890s, John Cooper Garages was
invited to contribute its expertise to BMW Group’s new
MINI project, which would ultimately replace the classic
car. The company formed a team that would commence
work on the design and production of engine and chassis
enhancement kits for the new MINI Cooper. John was
delighted when his son Michael was asked to put the new
prototype MINI Cooper through its paces.

John's passing in 2000 may have signalled the end of an
era, but his boundless talent, energy and enthusiasm
meant that he presided over the birth of a new one.
With the advent of the John Cooper Works and JCW
Club Sport conversions and The John Cooper Challenge
- the first motorsport series for MINI - the new
Millennium was to see an exciting, new car adventure
about to begin...







